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L.A. police, sheriff turn down CIA request 
By G. LUTHER WHITINGTON 
LOS ANGELES 



Sheri^rs^PM??^?^* L ? S An £f l6S P0liCe De P artraent and the county 

locai^agencles^enled^he'request^offlcUls S*MST" 0VerS ' aS ’ ^ 

»r,£„g« n s ^ 

represented was from Los Angeles County, Sheriff Sherman Block iaid. 8partBent 

ron B ° th . the , v P ?, and thB Sheriff ’ s Department said they had rebuffed the 

diS^K.nt^iiinSir best 0 men . #tt " pt t0 reCrUit 0fficers *»««■ they 

. ' ' As far as 1 Kn ow, we were the only sheriffs department contacted " Block 
said in a telephone interview. ’ * 10CK 

th J h . B n C . IA "° ul ‘? not say what agencies were contacted and would not confirm 
that Los Angeles County was the only sheriffs department contacted. 

Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl Gates refused comment on the CIA drive but 
spokesman Lt. Dan Cooke said, "We are trying to maintain our own people here.' 1 

lnc ' 15 pl * flcult t0 f ind qualified people and when we do, we don't want to 

Str Vile^cSMt^c^ offer! 00 " 0t t0 

contracts ana "° 3uaran£ee of 

"The kind of people they would like to have we want to keep " Block sain 
1 t£ lB ?.» t '“, t f^ LAPD> ShErlff ' S «■* "fir. officerso’f 

Anoelds“'"tD l< 1.^h e fh tl ’ e “ as,,ln 9 ton = CIA representative cans to Los 

Angeles to pitch .the program," Bloch said. "But there was no hard sell 

"Most police forces would rather hire laterally (from other forces) rhan 
hire new recruife 1 * ai H innnw ^ u trier forces/ tnsn 
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The 62-year-old sheriff said he thought the anti-terrorist trainino hie mpn 
need P to°go t overseas* f or“fflore cs “ as a "t> that his officers don't 

Our anti-terrorist training programs were accelerated before the niimntrr 
and we're stm very active and involved in training ^prograas, ' he said 

hll /" y ° fflcer leaving the force to worK for the CIA would have to reaaniv 
hlreerBllc“°sa!d.‘ ,ltn "" CW “° ula nat pose a f °' * PfdspectiJe ’ 

"The experience of working covertly would not De a negative," he said. 

invesugauve e s“uis wdTha t^a'lthoug^ t'hey were not“etm f r«TOltM" 
« C S ll !t«^ terr0rism ’ ™ Kr. as great 

It was unclear how many officers the CIA needs, or from what cities thev 

HS ^ r ?’ :^ r *n^ a ^Xg^ ency 

Philadelphia, Houston, Boston and San Francisco. 9 ’ Lnica 9°> 
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